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THE CIRCULAR, 


Is published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Three Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
to pay. 
Specimen numbers may be ordered by those whe 
wish tv become acquainted withthe paper ; and if 
any choose to take it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 
Address ‘THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 
Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order—*‘ Discontinue.” 
SERIO AT BERET DESEO SLE EEA TLE LEI EIE TOOL, IONIC LE LOIN, BOLTON Es 
Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
usual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we kuow the applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized, Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 





entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on wuy Oluer representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
‘Khe Religion of the Bible,-- 
The socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROMSIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 

** uuu suale cull his name Jesus: for he shallsave 
his pevpie irom tueir sinus.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 
THE se#CUND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. U. 1¥, or “ummediately alter’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at Lhe close of the Bible record 
and ihe apostolic age. 

** Verily d say unto you, There be some standing 
here Wiicu shall not tuste of death, tili they see the 
Son of man comimy in bis kingdom.” (Matt. 1b: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in Wwe heavenly Jerusalem by Ubrist and his 
foMowers 135UU years ago, and nuw being extend- 
ed vo Uhus world and tlaues, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Kesurrection. 
**Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on cartH 

aS IT 1S IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 

MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at che cail of Faith; in opposition to the in- 
tidel inaxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
“* Verily, verily, L say unto you, He that believeth 

on me, tue works that 1 do suall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do; because | go 

unto my Father.”—-Jodn 14: 12. 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 

Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

** He will swallow up Dearu in Vicrory.” Isaiah. 


GENFRAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES, 

Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 











devoted to God. 





The reader will find further information about 


Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
Horti 2 ° a cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 

orticulture the leading business for subsistence. | Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
. News, &c. &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
oa — : . receiving. Let it be a Community Parer—an or- 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the gan of the trus-hearted every where—growing up 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; 4 Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents of Bible Communism. 


PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 


Location of the Oneida Association. 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuaprer Il. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuaprer Ii]. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer 1V. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, Xe. 

Cuaprer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART UL.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
Criticism or Curistenpom. ConstiruTionaL Curis- 
vianiry. Tue Biste on MarniaGe. Paut’s Views 
or Marriage. Law or ADULTERY. 

APPENDIX TO PART IIL—CoLtoquy on Mar- 
RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.— 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con, 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 

The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tue Witness, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 





Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 
ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 ets. 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 


Onetpa AssocraTion. Price 12 1-2 ets. 








Postage. 

POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)— 
Within this State, Out of the State, 

10 cts. per quarter, or | 19 1-2 cts. per quarter, or 
39 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 

Je lf not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 

POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 

Bible Communism, 8 cts. prepaid. f 
The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts. not prepaid. 
J#- Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclose to us the 
amount in government stamps. 


Wanted for the Circular.. 





Number of 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 

Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. | Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt. Cambridge, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


Oneida, N. Y. 


BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES, 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 

Consisting of— 

APPLES, the most approved varieties. 

PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 

CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, 

PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 


Of the following varieties :—-Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 


GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 


in barrels and sacks; also Buckwnear Four, in 
sacks—Inp1an Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 


a Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 

Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 


vie varieties. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 
Tueir Mitt has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 
BAKER & HALLE, Millers. 


Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


W. R. INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 











W. R. 1. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &e. &e. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma 
chinery generally. " 


WM. R. INSLEE, ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


PEN nrm 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 48 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 








The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment of 
new Joh Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 

7s Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) , 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 





but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation, Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism--as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and fer the same reason. Religion ought there- 


Daily Press. 


posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 


ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- | prayer reaches eternity. 
gion ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit dently—Peter is delivered by an angel.— Old 


Central Business Agency. 


Grorce Cracin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
tointrust tohim. Iis acquaintance inthe city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Grorew Craain, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 





Practical Communism--A Plan for 
Fmployers. 


Natural, and Practicable Immediately, 
for all sorts of Business, and im the midst 
of Society as it is. 

This plan is founded on the simple proposition,. te 
substitute the family relation for the system of 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to tive 
slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 
ry on your business by paying them wages,’ so it is 
now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, and 
carry on your business by taking your workmen 
into your family.’ In other words, let every dis- 
tinct form of business which employs and supporte 
a number of workmen, be the gathering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry om 
all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 
ployer, whatever his line of business, rive with his 
men, and make them interested rarrners instead of 
holding them Dy the mere bond of wages, and sup- 
porting their families scattered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business conden- 
gation, would be in part as follows : 

1. Opportunity of. acquaintance, and censtant.com- 
sultation between the workmen. 

2: Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. 

8. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestie affairs. 

4. Relief from complicated aceounts and arbitrary 
money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of this 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1. Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FAMILY. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons quali- 
fied to instruct, and having constant opportunity 
for meeting and mutual help would become a scnoo.. 
8. That school, rising into the knowledge of God, 
and having the best possible facilities for mutual 
criticism and religious culture, would become a 
cuurcn. Thus business would become a truly sa- 
cred institution—the very platferm of the worship 
of God. The four great interests of mankind—busi- 
ness, family affection, education, and religion— 
would join hands and dwell together wherever hu- 
man beings have a home. 











—= —- 
Tue Wonpers or Prayer.—Abraham’s 
servant prays—Rebekah appears. Jacob wres- 
tles, and prays, and prevails with Christ—Esau’s 
mind is wonderfully turned from the revengeful 
purpose he had harbored for 20 years. Moses 
cries to God—the sea divides. Moses prays 
—Amalek is diseomfited. Joshua prays—Achan 
is discovered. Hannah prays-—Samuel is born. 
David prays—Ahithopel hangs himself. Ax: 
prays—a victory is gained. Jehoshaphat crics 
to God-—God turns away his foes. Isaiah and 
Hezekiah pray—185,000 Assyrians are dead 
in twelve hours. Daniel prays—the dream is 
revealed. Daniel prays—the lions are muz- 
zled. Daniel prays—-the seventy weeks are re- 
vealed. Mordecai and Esther fast—Haman is 
hanged on his own gallows in three days. Ezra 
prays at Abhava—-God answers. Nehemiah 
darts a prayer—the King’s heart is softened in 
a minute. Elijah prays—a drought of three 
years succeeds. Elijah prays—rain descends 
apace. Elisha prays—Jordan is divided.— 
Elisha prays—-a ehild’s soul comes back ; for 
The chureh prays ar- 





Almanac. 





A writer in Chambers’ Journal succeeds in 


analyzing a deep and subtle state of experience 
in the following on 


The Use of Quiet. 
Besides the conscious, and, as it were, ac- 


tive use of quiet, which is universal in its bene- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the | ficial effects, there is a passive—though, to the 
adult, not unconscious—use of quiet, which be- 
5. Believing that what ought to be done can be | longs only to particular cases, and which is 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, | even of higher beneficial effect. 
fe Ge mame A Be Cisietion seligin, Deve PUP | adult it is not unconscious, because this same 


Isay, to the 











ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the/in power and edification, with their growth in 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. God. 7 


ra 


gious Press. 


passive use of quiet operates upon children of 
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‘finer and saber organization than the average, 
and in their ease it operates unconsciously, Tn 
both cases—in that of the unconscious child 
and that of the conscious man—the still, calm 
soul is laid bare before the face of nature, and 
is affected by ‘the spirit breathing from that 
face.’ It does not study, nor serutinize, nor 
seek to penetrate the mystery ; it does not even 
feel that there is any burden in that mystery ; 
it is simply quiet beneath the overarching in- 
fluences, and purely recipient. De Quincy has 
this sort of mental quiet in his mind—the pas- 
sive as opposed to the active quiet—when he 
eites Wordsworth’s well-known verses in the 
following passages :——‘It belongs to a profound 
experience of the relations subsisting between 
ourselves and nature, that not always are we 
ealled upon to seek ; ’ sometimes, and in child- 
hood above all, we are sought. 





Think you, ’mid all this mighty sum 
Of things for ever speaking, 

That nothing of itse/f will come, 
But we must still be seeking? 

And again— 

Nor less I deem that there are powers 
Which of themselves our minds impress ; 
And we ean feed this mind of ours 
In a wise passiveness. 

The wisdom of such passiveness can never be 
doubted by those who have felt the impress of 
the invisible powers upon their own minds 
when in that state, or have had opportunities of 
observing similar effects on the minds of chil- 
dren. Itis when a mind is thus wisely passive 
that it is open torevelations and to inspirations. 
This is the mental state of the poet and of the 
prophet in the exercise of their proper functions. 
This sort of quiet can be described much better 
than it can be taught; for although it certainly 
eomes within the limits of the art of being quiet 
it has ‘a — ba cw the reach of art.’ 
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Head awn Hands---Division of Labor. 


The common notion that it is right for one 
elass of persons to give themselves wholly to in- 
tellectual and spiritual pursuits, as ministers for 
instance do, while they leave their physical wants 
to be provided for by another class, is founded en 
the doctrine of division of labor, which in this 
case teaches that the minister labors with his 
brain, and that his head-work is a just equivalent 
for his neighbor’s manual labor. Suppose we try 
this theory by reducing it to its most simple 
form, thus: 

Two men find thomselves placed together, if 
you please, on a desert island, where they are to 
get their living and make the most of themselves. 
One says to the other, “Let us now divide our 
necessary labors; you may dig. and plant, and 
hunt. and build, for both of us; and I will reflect 
and make sermons and books, and do the spirit- 
ual and intellectual business for both.” Would 
this be a fair proposal? Might not the man des- 
tined to manual labor reply to the candidate for 
head-work in this manner:—*“I cannot get the 
benefit of your head-work so easily as you get 
the benefit of my manual labor. If I catch two 
fishes and give you one, you have the same share 
in the results of my labor as I have; but if you 
get good ideas, and think, and read, and write 
enough, apparently, for both of us, I cannot get 
the benefit of all this in any off-hand way, as you 
eat my fish. Even if you preach to me and teach 
me never so much, [ must still think and study 
for myself; and for that purpose [ must have 
Jeisure as well as you, Your plan of putting 
double work on me will make a brute of me in 
spite of all your preaching. And on the other 
hand you need the benefit of working with your 
hands as wellas I. If you do nothing but study 
and teach. you will become nervous, and will not 
be able to attend to your pastoral duties long.— 
So your scheme will ruin us both, by making a 
brute of me, and a baby of you. Our better way 
is to go about all our necessary labors together, 
and make the most of ourselves, both as to soul 
and body, by a right mixture of work and study.” 








The Ancient Temple at Jerusalem, 


It is aninteresting, and one might think rather 
sad fact, that Jerusalem, the ‘City of the Most High 
God,’ has been, since the Christian Era, the thea- 
tre of more bloodshed than any other single spot 
on the face of the earth. The site of the an- 
cient temple—where of old was the Holy of 
Holies, around which, from Solomon downward 
the Jews were accustomed to cluster, in their 
devotional rites, and from which the prayerful 
chorus of an entire nation was wont to ascend to 
the throne of God—this spot has been the prin- 


cipal center and focus of the terrific scenes of 
carnage which have so deeply stained that city 
with a crimson tint. Strictly true has Christ’s 
prophecy respecting the temple been fulfilled, that 
‘There shall not be left one stone upon another 
that shall not be thrown down.’ Witness Robin- 
son’s testimony on this point: 

“ Tt is related of our Savior near the close of his 
life, that as he once went out of the temple, his dis- 
ciples came to him,‘ to show him the buildings of the 
temple. And Jesus saidunto them, See ye not 
all these things? Verily I say unto you, There 
shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.’ This language was 
spoken of the ‘ buildings of the temple,’ the splen- 
did fane itself andits magnificent porticos ; and in 
this sense the prophecy has been terribly fulfilled, 
even to the utmost letter. Or, if we give to the 
words a wider sense, and include the outer works 
of the temple and even the whole city, still the 
spirit of the prophecy has received its full and 
fearful. accomplishment; for the few substructions 
which remain, serve only to show where once the 
temple and the city stood. In the case of the 
temple, the remaining substructions of its exteri- 
or walls are easily accounted for; even on the sup- 
position that the Romans were bent upon their 
utter subversion. The conquerors doubtless com- 
menced the work of destruction by casting down 
the stones outwards from above ; these of course 
accumulated at the foot of the walls; covered the 
lower parts; and thus naturally protected them 
from further demolition.” 

The temple was one of the last strongholds of 
the Jews after the capture of the city by Titus. 
Maddened to desperation, its defenders asked 
no quarter of their enemies, and received none; 
and nearly all miserably perished in the flames 
which consumed their temple-fortress, or were cut 
down by the relentless hand of the Roman 
soldiery. The temple was then demolished; and 
to complete the desecration, Pagan rites were 
established on its site. Only one hundred and 
thirty-six years after Christ, the Roman Emperor 
Adrian constructed in the temple-area, a temple 
to Jupiter; and erected an equestrian statue of 
himself upon the supposed spot where once was 
the Holy of Holies. For two hundred years the 
worship of Jupiter was carried on in this place ; af- 
ter which the Emperor Constantine acquired pos- 
session of the city, and instituted a partial form of 
Christian worship, in place of the Pagan rites to 
Jupiter. In A. D. 636, the Mahommetans under 
the Caliph Omar captured the Holy city, and 
erected a mosque on the site of the temple, which, 
though having since undergone some alteration, 
still retains the name of the Mosque of Omar. In 
1099 the Crusaders took possession of Jerusalem, 
and converted this mosque into a Christian church. 
But their rule was of short duration; for eighty- 
eight years after, the Sultan Saladin retook the 
city, removed the golden cross from the dome of 
the mosque, dismantled the edifice of every thing 
pertaining to the Christians, and purified it 
throughout with rose-water. Thus Moslem wor- 
ship was re-ins‘ituted on the site of the temple, 
and there remains undisturbed to this day. 


It is somewhat singular, that with comparative- 
ly slight exceptions, until within a few years past 
no Christian footstep has been permitted within 
the precincts where once was. the temple of the 
Most High, sacred to the worship of God alone, 
and within whose walls none but His people might 
tread. The history of the temple cannot be re- 
garded otherwise than as a marked instance of the 
thorough and faithful fulfillment of Christ’s word, 
both in letter and in spirit. The effects of his 
blighting curse are plainly read and interpreted 
at this day; though eighteen centuries of dark- 
ness and oblivion have since rolled away. ‘The 
fig tree—a faithful type of the coming desolation 
—scarcely withered away more speedily under his 
displeasure, than did this lofty temple, with its 
rock-built towers and battlements, seemingly not 
less enduring than the everlasting hills on which 
it stood. 

In another article we will give an outline sketch 
of the history of the Holy city subsequent to the 
time of Christ. 





The"Problem of History.—No. 4. 


Christ, in leading the affairs of the universe, 
has always exhibited the policy of concentration, 
directing attention and energy to a central point, 
and advancing as it were ina rectilinear course. 
His other labors have been collateral and sub- 
servient to the focal movement. His first great 
work was to create the universe fora field on 
which to manifest himself in a heavenly king- 
dom. The Devil and his kingdom was an inter- 
vening obstruction, to be encountered and over- 


come. 
The work of creation was consummated in man. 


With him at its head, as the image of God, it was 
complete and ‘good.’ But the Devil stood ready 





to baptize the new-born world with his own eyil 








spirit; and he did so. He seduced man and dis- 
connected him from God, thus making him a me- 
dium of himself, into w hich his life could pass and | 
reproduce itself. The field had been prepared and | 
the good seed sown; then came the enemy and | 
sowed the tares. 

But in the far-reaching purpose of God, agen- 
cies were provided to meet the devil at every | 
point. 
yet a superior power said to him: ‘I will put en- | 
thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.’ In other words, | 
‘Though thou hast done this thing, yet it shall | 
profit thee nothing. He whom thou hast taken 
captive shall rise against thee. and his seed shall 
at last prove the agent of thy destruction.’ 





— = 


Double Texts in Matthew, 


In the practice of our Bible-game we have dis- 
covered what was new to us, and probably has 
passed unnoticed by others, that there is a dupli- 
cation of many passages in Matthew. Verses 
and also passages of greater length, are repeated al- 
most verbatim ; and there are two detailed trans- 
actions which have a duplicate in other parts{of the 
narrative. We look of course for corresponding 
passages in the different gospels, but were not 
aware till recently of this dualty in the same book. 

If any of our readers wish to verify this dis- 
covery, they may examine the following references, 
and compare the passages connected: 


Comp. ch. 8: v.17, with ch. 17: v. 5. 
es 4: . 23, $e 9: 35. 


“s 6: 29, oe 18; 9.* 
“ §: 82, $6 19: 9. 
“ 5: 34, se 23; 22. 
% 6 15, + 18: 35 
&s 7: 16, as 12: 33 
$6 9: 18, os im: 23 

se 9; 27, as 20: 30.f 
‘ 9: 34, “ 12: 24 
ss 10: 15, es 11: 24 
‘e 10: 22, as 24: 138.* 
“6 10: 39, sd 16: 25 
« 11: 15, “6 13: 9 
ss 13: 8, “6 16: 4. 
ss 18: 12, “6 25: 29. 
‘6 14; 15, 66 15: 382.4 
ss 16: 19, - 18: 18. 
s¢ 17 20, “ 21; 21. 
e 19: 30, - 20: 16. 
6s 19: 19, he 22: 39. 
sé 20: 27, " 23: 11. 


There is an interesting coincidence, worthy of 
mention, between the 9th verse of the 21st chap- 
ter and the last verse of the 23rd. In the former, 
the multitude that went before and followed 
Christ on his regal entrance into Jerusalem, cry, 
saying, ‘ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord.’ In the latter, Christ says to the 
Pharisees, who were ‘sore displeased’ at the man- 
ner of his reception on that occasion, ‘ Ye shall 
not see me henceforth, till ye say, Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.’ It would 
seem that Christ intended to call to their minds 
the way in which they treated his reception by 
the common people of Jerusalem, and then let 
them know that their house would be left unto 
them desolate, till they were ready to juin in the 
same acclamations. 


* See also the context of these parallel verses, in 
which the strain coincides for some length. 
+t Corresponding transactions. 





Construction of the Gospel Narratives. 

The children at Wallingford had a writing ex- 
ercise the other evening, and each of them wrote 
a letter toa favorite friend at Brooklyn, with 
whom they had recently parted. Some one ob- 
served on hearing the letters read, that they 
made him think of the four gospels, meaning that 
they illustrated the harmony in diversity of the 
apostles’ naratives. All tell very much the same 
story about what has come to pass lately in the lit- 
tle world at Wallingford, and at the same time they 
all differ in the arrangement of their details, and 
each one mentions some little incidental point 
omitted by the rest. Weare tempted to quote, 
by way of illustration, a ‘chapter’ from three or 
four of these little epistles, containing corres- 
ponding accounts of the same event. If our 
readers laugh at the nature of the event, so much 
the better ; and if they think it altogether incon- 
sequential, they must remember that it was far 
from being so to the juvenile reporters, and that 
trifles answer for illustrations. 

Letter 1. Mr. B. went to M. to day to get 
some carpet-bags, and brought home three ban- 
tams, arooster and two hens. One of the hens 
laid an egg in the barrel that he brought them 
home in. 

Letter2. Mr B. brought three white bantams, 
which are very pretty ; and also carried back 
the carpet-bags we had finished, and brought 
home some more. 








Though he subjected man to his influence, | 





Letter 3. To-day, Mr. B. brought home when 


he came from M. some little w hite helbiiies ies 
half as hig asthe common hen. There are one 
rooster and two hens. One of the hens laid an 
| egg when they were coming home, but Mr. B. not 
| knowing it turned the barrel up side down to 
empty out the bantams and broke it. 

Letter 4. Mr. B. has bought two little bantams 
and a rooster, and has been to M. and got some 


| more carpet-bags for us to make. 


The little writer of the fourth letter is very tond 
of helping on the carpet-bags, and was evidently 


| more interested in Mr. B.’s bringin home son 
2 ne 
mity between thee and the woman, and between | | of them, . 


than in the other part of his booty ; 
while the writer of the third omits mention of 
the bags entirely, and the jit of Mr. B.’s excur. 
sion, in his mind, was evidently the bantams.— 
This may suggest the natural cause for the har- 
monic difference (if we may use the paradox) be- 
tween the gospels. The authors gave prominence 
to those things which made the most impression 
on their own minds. 

Those who are familiar with the gospels, will 
remember parallel passages which are not un- 
aptly illustrated by these notes—i. e., passages 
which show a general agreement, and yet the 
variety which would be natural in a relation of the 
same circumstances by different observers. We 
will refer to one instance—the last communication 
of Christ to his disciples before his resurreection, 
Matthew’s report is this: 

“Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” 

Mark, evidently reporting the same parting 
charge, omits the introduction and the concluding 
promise given by Matthew, and introduces new 
matter. He says: 

“He said unto them, Go ye into all t 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not, shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe: In my 
name shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and 
they shall recover.” 

Luke gives an additional particular in the 49th 
verse of the last chapter of his gospel, to the 
same conversation, (proved to be the same by com 
parison with Acts 1: 4—9,) while he omits most 
of our previous quotations. His addition is this: 

“Behold, I send the promise of my Father 
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high.” 

We do not know whether the last conversation 
of Christ which John reports, can be identified 
with that of the other three, but if it is the same, 
John omits the general charge which Christ gave 
tu all the disciples, and mentions a special one to 
Peter, and an interesting reference to himself.— 
This corresponds to the confidential character of 
this reporter. 








The Country--The City. 

In some mountainous countries the traveler can 
pass, in a few short hours, from the region of the, 
tropics—the sunny land of the palm and the orange 
to the frigid clime of polar temperature. This 
change, though different, is not greater than the 
same few hours may effect in the same latitude, 
and on the same level,—a change from the quiet 
scenes of country life, to the great business me- 
tropolis. Yesterday I stood among the country 
scenes, where wide fields just stripped of their 
winter covering, liv awaiting the hand of cultiva- 
tion, and the forest is preparing to receive its 
summer garb from the hand of nature. To-day 
the ‘ billows heave around me,’ and the whirl of 
the great Maelstrom, the spirit of trade, is in viv- 
id contrast with the quiet of yesterday. Every 
thing indicates haste—a rush impetuous. And to 
me itseems that every thing like spirituality 
which comes within the power of its current is 
carried down its vortex, and tvo often the lesser 
grace of morality goes down, to say nothing of 
the mere physical shipwrecks of property. Facts 
demonstrate the truth that the navigation of this 
sea is dangerous; but can it not be rendered safe? 
In all vessels afloat if there is a power on board 
the vessel either of sail or steam, superior to the 
power of the element in which it floats, that vessel 
is safe, her movements and her course are within 
her own control. But if the vessel lacks that in- 
dependent power, it is at the mercy of the angry 
element and its destruction is inevitable. Many 
rivers were unnavigable until the discovery or 
application of steam to navigation rendered them 
easy and safe. Now the real power of this Mael- 
strom of trade is selfishness; the conflicting and 
clashing of individual interests. And the power 
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that will enable us to pass unharmed through this 
commotion is the spirit of Christ. H. N. L. 
Brooklyn, April 21, 1854. 





“We were entertained,” says a Newark corres- 
pondent, “a day or two since, by the appearance 
of several robins, and other birds in our back 
yard; and though the ground was covered with 
snow, they were apparently happy. I thought to 
myself that they must of necessity fast now, and 
wished I could feed them ; when my eye caught 
this sentence in a ‘bird story’: ‘They are every 
one cared for by our heavenly Father ;’ and this 
reminded me of the saying: ‘ Not a sparrow 
fal's to the ground without your Father. . . . Behold 
the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your heaven- 
ly Father feedeth them.’ 6:2. 6.” 





—Those who have large inhabitiveness, and 
love the place where they have long lived, may 
take a hint from the answer of a friend of ours, to 
the remark of one of his own family about a 
long cherished residence which they had been 
obliged to forsake ; ‘O’ says he, ‘it is only a last 
year’s bird’s-nest.’ 





—One advantage of the Bible Game, is, that 
children engage in it with as much interest as 
their parents and teachers. It isa true communal 
exercise—equally enjoyed by all in the family cir- 
cle. And the children are quite likely to be the 
bestdearners. Some of our company who have 
known the Bible for twenty years or more, 
‘give up’ in guessing, to the youngsters, 





The Woman of Canaan, 

We never read the account of the wo- 
man of Canaan, without admiring her 
simplicity of faith, and humble importun- 
ity. 

Her child was possessed by an evil spir- 
it, and undoubtedly a mother’s love, add- 
ed a perseverance to her faith, that was 
uuconquerable. She first came to Christ 
crying, ‘ Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou 
Son of David ; my daughter is grievously 
vexed with a devil.’ But he gave no heed 
to her, and answered her not a word. 
His disciples besought him to send her 
away, because she cried after them. 
Then Jesus said ; ‘I am not sent but un- 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 


repulse and silence her, if pride had been 
herruling passion, for she was a Gentile 
and looked upon with contempt by the 
Jews; but the faith that works by love, 
impelled her on, and she then. came and 
worshiped him saying, ‘ Lord, help me.’ 
Then his answer was, ‘ It is not meet to 
take the children’s bread, and to cast it 
to the dogs.’ This language of Christ 
may seem harsh, but if we consider that 
such metaphorical applications were 
more common among the Eastern people, 
than with us, it will not appear so 
strange, but very expressive. 

Dogs were held in great contempt among 
the Jews. They did not suffer them to 
come into their houses, and even avoiced 
touching them in the streets, as it would 
have been considered a defilement to do} 
so, And the partition between the Jews 
and Gentiles was nearly as great. The 
law prohibited the Gentiles from entering 
the temple, and worshiping there with 
the Jeys, or even eating with them. Thus 
we see that the comparison was yery ex- 
pressive. But even this strong allusion 
to the great distinction between them 
did not offend her. See how beautifully 
her humility shines out in her assent to 
it—she replied, ‘Truth, Lord: yet the 
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their master’s table.” Then Jesus an- 
swered and said unto her, ‘O woman, 
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt. And her daughter was 


is a beautiful example of perseverance, 
faith, humility, and love combined. 





| Christ came to save Sinners. 
| We are certain that righteousness can 
| be possessed only by communion with the 
‘Spirit of God. In human nature alone 
there is no power to be good and holy. 
Still it is a natural feeling often encour- 
‘aged, that we must make ourselves better 
before we seek the presence of God.— 
It is God’s spirit alone which can impart 
the least goodness to us, and yet we say 
we must be good before we can expect 
the communion of the spirit of God.-- 
This is inconsistent: one of these condi- 
tions must be first inorder; cause and 
effect cannot be completely reciprocal; 
and it must be that God gives us com- 
munion with him while we are yet in our 
native state of sin. This is indeed the 
nature of the atonement. Jesus Christ 
came down to us, and joined himself to 
human nature in its fallen state. He 
was born of sinful parents; his disciples 
were sinful; he associated with publicans 
and sinners. He approached us in all 
possible ways, and poured out his life 
unto death. He gave himself for us by 
living with us, and taking upon him 
the sufferings and consequences of a part- 
nership with sin. He was leaven hid in 
three measures of meal. He hid himself 
inhuman nature that he might impart 
his own properties to it; and in the 
course of time he thoroughly leavened 
the Primitive church. By the continual 
baptism of his life, his disciples were 
washed. Life worked in them, but death 
in him. Yet he spared not, but gave 
them his flesh and his blood for their 
daily food; and from sinners, they became 
the sons of God, without rebuke. 

Our sins, instead of being any hin- 
drance of our access to God, should 
make us draw near tohim. Instead of 
upbraiding and repulsing us, he will take 
our part against the sin that dwelleth in us 
and is too strong for us. He will give us 
the free fellowship of his spirit, which is 
the only thing that can touch the disease 
The more sinful we 





in human nature. 
feel, the more reason there is for seeking 
communion with God; the more ungov- 
ernable our passions and perverse our 
propensities, the better pretext have we 
for drawing near to God, and coming un- 
der the magnetism ot his presence. 

Common religious views make the ap- 
proach to God difficult, and at the same 
time they depreciate the effect of com- 
munion with his Spirit upon human char- 
acter. According to these views men 
must make themselves partly clean before 
God can reeceive them; but even then 
the fellowship of his Spirit cannot make 
them wholly clean, The message of Christ 
is very different. The door is wide open; 
and the salvation is complete. The blood 
of Christ is a fountain opened for all un- 
cleanness; and it is free and copious and 
accessible, and a perfect remedy for sin. 





The Child State. 
The spirit that we see manifest in lit- 
tle children, seems most compatible with 
the true experience of a believer in Christ. 
It is in fact the only. state in which we 
come into full sympathy with the heaven- 
ly world, and our hearts are tuned in uni- 
son with their joys and emotions. For 
Christ says, ‘Suffer little children, and 


of such is the kingdom of heaven ;’ which 
implies that the childlike spirit, not only 
pleased him, but ruled in the heavenly 
world. And again he says, ‘ Verily I say 
unto you, except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven,’ 

Little children are full of life and en- 
thusiasm, enjoying the present in blissful 
simplicity, not being weighed down with 
cares or thoughts of the morrow. Each 
day seems to them a new world as it were, 
filling their minds with wonder and de- 
light® The spirit of receptivity, and ea- 
gerness to learn new things, seems.to pos- 
sess them, and they are not discouraged 
by repeated failures. They look up to 
their parents in unlimited confidence, be- 
lieving that they will supply all their lit- 
tle wants. 

So we have in Christ the spirit of a 
little child, with basis to act it out, added 
to the stature of a full grown man. He 
not only offers to take our burdens and 
cares, saying, ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest,’ but promises to be in us ‘a 
well of water, springing up into everlast - 
ing life.’ He exhorts us to ‘take no 
thought for the morrow,’ saying, ‘ suf- 
ficient unto the day, is the evil thereof.’ 
Through him we have access to a kind 
and generous Father who watches over 
us, numbering the very hairs of our head, 
who is more ready to give good gifts than 





| great battery in the heavens, a powerful 


earthly parents are, and who is the right- 
ful owner and possessor of all things. 
To him we can look for help in every 
time of need with the assurance that he 
will answer all the true desires of our 
heart. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


Faith an Electric Medium. 
The Spirit of Christ bears a relation 
to the mass of humanity somewhat like 
that of electricity in the material world. 
It isa well known fact in nature that the 
electric fluid pervades all substances, the 
earth, air, water, all animal and vegetable 
life, in a greater or less degree. But 
though it is so universally diffused, a cur- 
rent of this element can only be obtained 
by friction. In like manner Christ’s 
spirit dwells in the whole human family, 
though in a latent, inactive state— 
But when communication is opened, 
through the confession of Christ, with the 


life-giving current is set in motion, which 
is destined to renew and quicken both 
soul and body, and overcome death. 


Faith is the medium through which, 
in a quiet, silent way, the magnetic in- 
fluence is conveyed to us, and the union 
thus formed can never be broken off— 
No non-conducting spirit can come in 
between us to intercept the flow of God’s 
love, or prevent its circulation in our 
hearts. E. ¥. J. 
Oneida Commune. 





A Bible Socialist. 
This morning as I was reading in the 
New Testament, I noticed for the first 
time that John the Baptist taught the 
doctrine of Communism. See Luke, 3: 
9—12. Hesaid to the multitude that 
came to his baptism, ‘ Now also the axe 
is laid unto the root of the trees: every 
tree, therefore, which bringeth not forth | 
good fruit, is hewn down and cast into 








made whole from that very hour. This 


forbid them not, to come unto me: for 


|saying, What shall we do then? He 


| answereth and saith unto them, He that 
hath two coats, let him impart to him that 
hath none ; and him that hath meat, let 


him do likewise.” H. A. 
Wallingford Commune. 








The Resurrection Transfer. 

In the process of grafting, it is usual 
to cut off a limb of the tree and insert 
the graft, and then trim the tree by de- 
grees, until there is nothing left but the 
graft. It would not do tocut off all the old 
limbs at once ; that would kill the tree. 
The new limbs must grow fast enough to 
take the place of the old ones, and so give 
free circulation to the sap. So the resur- 
rection life is grafted on to us just as 
we are, with all our old branches on ; but 
Christ, like a good husbandman, keeps 
trimming off the old limbs by degrees 
as we can bear it, or as we have faith 
in him: and our ultimate state is, to 
have nothing left but the graft, i. e. 
resurrection life. All old habits will dis- 
appear, and the fresh and fruitful life of 
Christ take their place. G. W. H. 

Putney Commune. 





A Gardener’s Temptations. 


I am disposed to relate some of my ex- 
perience connected with business this 
spring, inasmuch as it serves to illus- 
trate some general principles of truth 
in which all are interested. 

When I returned to this place after 
a two month’s visit at Brooklyn, just as 
spring was opening, my mind naturally 
recurred to several long cherished enter- 
prises which I had in contemplation, 
such as planting nuts, setting out trees 
and shrubbery, &c. The proper time to 
attend to these things was approaching, 
and I was all enthusiasm for the work. 
Thoughts about these particular items 
absorbed much of my attention when 
other duties naturally and _ properly 
claimed it. Moreover I found that my 
co-laborers had not the same interest 
in these matters that I had, or rather 
their attention was more particularly 
taken up with other things. In this po- 
sition of things I was tempted to chafe 
with my circumstances as well as with 
persons around me. I found that this 
was an uncomfortable position to stand 
in, and resolved to get out of it by prayer- 
fully considering it, and finding out 
and assuming a true position in respect 
to all these matters. I first asked my- 
self if it was right to give up my projects, 
and smother the natural taste and desire 
that prompted them. 
seem to be exactly the thing ; for to say 
nothing of the difficulty of checking the 
spontaneous desires of one’s nature, their 
aim was in some sense a commendable 
one, for it,was right in the line of im- 
provements which no one would condemn. 
I soon discovered that the difficulty was 
not in the desires themselves, but it was 
occasioned by a small-hearted, narrow- 
minded, isolated spirit that was claiming 
their immediate gratification. I  consid- 
ered that inasmuch as eternity was be- 
fore me, it was no particular matter 
whether my wishes were gratified this 
year, or the next, or the next. I said, 
Let the springs of desire coil themselves 
up and strengthen themselves for action 
when God in his good providence shall 
open the way. They will certainly be in 
better shape to act efficiently and harmo- 
niously then, than in their present dis- 
contented state. With these reflections 
I succeeded in attaining a state of con- 
tentment and rest, while the strength 
and efficiency of desire is in no way 
diminished. 

This impatience of desire is the work- 
ing of the spirit of this world, and results 
from the sin-and-death system which 
rules it. Where men’s thoughts and en- 





the fire. And the people asked him, 


terprises are confined within the narrow 
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limits of an ordinary life-time, they are 
under the necessity of making short-sight- 
ed calculations, and bestirring themselves 
with a good deal of hurry if they desire 
to accomplish much, or get much comfort 
out of this life. This necessity begets a 
feverish impatience in the passions, which 
is the opposite of their natural working. 
This spirit is pressing upon us at every 
opening; and it is wise and profitable to 
sweep ourselves clear of it from time to 
time, by considering the glorions inherit- 
ance which is ours by virtue of our union 
and heirship with Christ. H. J. 8. 
Wallingford Commune. 





Another of the ‘Mystics.’ 

Geruarp TerstrrGEN was a religious Ger- 
man of the middle class who lived and labored 
dmong his countrymen 150 years ago. He was 
a ribbon weaver by trade, but having received 
the elements of a liberal education in his youth, 
he was accustomed to take part in the revivals of 
that time. address meetings, and hold religious 
correspondence with various persons, including 
some among the nobility. He was a mystic, of 
the same order of experience apparently as Thomas 
a Kempis, Madam Guion and William Law; and 
his writings have much of the charm that is 
peculiar to that school. The following are ex- 
tracts from a published volume of his correspond- 
ence, furnished us by a Newark friend : 

THE INNER LIFE, 

To be entirely God’s, is the true secret 
of the inward or mystic life, of which peo- 
ple form such strange and frightful ideas. 
There is nothing more simple, safe, pleas- 
ant, and influential, than this life of the 
heart, which is not the result of reading 
or mental exertion, but is thoroughly 
known and experienced by dying to the 
creature, and love to the Creator ; it is 
consequently more the work of the spirit 
of Jesus in us, than our own work, Be- 
ing attentive to the operation and attract- 
ive influence of his Spirit, and satisfying 
and following it, makes us inwardly se- 
cluded and spiritually-minded. This 
spirit of love, when duly attended to, im- 
parts to the soul the ‘same mind which 
was in Christ Jesus and forms it accord- 
ing to his image-.--.He leads it more and 
more profoundly into abandonment of all 
created things, and of itself also, and in- 
to an unreserved resignation to God.— 
He does not require this with legal severi- 
ty, but leads the obedient soul into it, 
and gives the individual a supernatural 
central inclination, which makes him 
willing in spite of self, and causes him to 
follow the Lamb, whithersoever he goeth. 

The more sincere and serene our inward 
devotion is, and the more we feel at ease 
in it, the better and purer is our walk. 
The particular exercise of inward prayer, 
or retiring within, serves principally to 
make us in childlike simplicity, attentive 
to the delicate guidance of the Holy Spir- 
it, and to give him the complete ascen- 
dency over us. Forms and the efforts of 
self are here of no use, they are only an 
hindrance ; we must lie as poor shapeless 
clay in the potter’s hand. The hand of 
divine love then forms us after its own 
fashion ; it leads us into an artless sim- 
plicity and lovely lowliness, it makes us 
meek and resigned, teaches us to desist 
from all our own intentions, and make 
God our only aim: it places us in a 
thorough abstraction from self-seeking— 
God alone becoming the sole and com- 
plete treasure of the soul, and glorifying 
himself in it at his pleasure. * * #* 





;risk of impressment. 


tirement may be sufficiently learnt, next 
to the experience of it, merely from the 
tempter’s artifices and endeavors to allure 
us from it, and make us negligent in it. 
He knows by this delightful exercise alone, 
his gloomy empire in the soul will neces- 
sarily be destroyed, through the impercep- 
tible influx of the light, love, and life of 
Jesus ; and that all the flowers and fruits 
of the fairest gifts of grace and virtue fade 
of themselves, if he can only break them 
off from this their root. Jesus alone, is 
the Mediator and medium, by which di- 
vine life and strength can be again im- 
parted to our illegitimate and depraved 
humanity. By the exercise of the prayer 
of the heart, in which faith, love, hope, 
&c., concentrate themselves, we are, and 
continue united to him, and rooted in 
him—the hungering desire and affection 
and ardent inclination, being as it were 
the root, by which we imperceptibly re- 
ceive from Jesus, sap and strength, al- 
though we do not always obviously see 
and feel how it is, and whether it is tak- 
ing place. O let us pray, and prepare 
ourselves for retiring within our hearts ! 
The most imperfect prayer is of more ad- 
vantage than the best diversion from it. 
The adversary lets usdo many things 
which seem to be good, and even incites 
us to them, only to cause us to neglect 
prayer, ® % & & & 

Again—pray much and speak little. 
O let me particularly recommend to you 
that sacred, gentle, and peaceful silence, 
which God and all his saints love so much ! 
The spirit of loquacity is the bane of all 
religious society; the extinction of devo- 
tion, occasions confusion of mind, is an 
abuse of time, and a denial of the di- 
vine presence, Love, obedience, or neces- 
sity, must influence the tongue to speak, 
else it should continue silent. Even in 
spiritual things, edify one another more 
by aholy walk, than by a multitude of 
words, God dwells only in. peaceful 
souls, and the tongue must be at peace 
also. Behold the truit of sacred silence ! 
It gives time, strength, collectedness, 
prayer, liberty, wisdom, the society of 
God, and a blessed and peaceful state of 
mind. 





The approach of war in Europe is bringing to 
light some of the old paraphernalia of the system 
which we supposed were Jong ago practically ex- 
tinct and buried. The following from Chambers: 
Journal is an account of what was formerly, ant 
it seems may be again, a recognized institution of 
the British Naval system: 

Press-Gang of the Last War, 


The most hateful and terrible word to a sea- 
man’s ear is press-gang. There is nothing he 
so abhors and dreads as impressment ; and no 
wonder. Whether, in the event of a great na- 
val war, in which England would play her usu- 
al leading part, our navy can be efficiently 
manned without impressment, or whether the 
government would venture to resort anew to so 
extreme a measure, are questions we do not 
propose to discuss at length. We understand 
that some high naval authorities profess to be- 
lieve, that even at this day impressment would 
be absolutely necessary ; but we individually 
think otherwise, and we also think that the na- 
tion would no longer sanction such a thing.— 
That press-gangs are yet held out in terrorem, 
is proved by the circumstance, that one of the 
advantages mentioned to induce men to enlist 
in the sea-fencibles recently raised along the 
coast of Scotland, is, that during their five 
years of service they are to be free from any 
It is asserted that the 
Ssilor-king, William [V., peremptorily refused 
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ward collectedness and every other bless- l because that gentleman had written a pamphlet 
ing, instead of these being the result of | against impressment, and had also exposed its 


our own desires or efforts. Yet still you’ horrors and evils in one or more of his popular 
novels. His majesty was brought up in the old 


maust te be se scrupulous nella devo-| school ; but we trust that a decided majority 
tional CXCTCISES ; good children do what) of the present naval authorities are more alive 
is given them to perform, as well as they | (9 the fact, that it is far better policy to obtain 
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every day. May filial love govern you in| add, far easier too. In illustration of this, we 
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an intention to please God, is of greater | by our father, who was a witness of the affair. 
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value in his sight, than the removing of’ About the year 1792, the magistrates of a port 

A ; on the east coast of England received notice of 
mountains without such 


. e intention. the intention of the Admiralty to send a press- 
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h | gang to that town—an infliction from which it 

The great importance of perseverence | jad hitherto been spared. The dreaded intel- 
in the exercise of prayer and inward re-! ligence spread like wild-fire, and then ensued a 





scene unhappily too common at that epoch.— 
Seamen deserted their vessels, and shipwrights 
and other mechanics threw down their tools, 
and fled inland. Able-bodied men of every 
calling among the lower classes did the same, 
for no one was safe—apprentices alone being 
protected by law. In those times, however, 
the press-gangs did not stickle much about law : 
likely young men of education and respectability 
were not unfrequently seized and dragged on 
board the tenders, and thence drafted, despite 
all their remonstrances, to different men of war. 
Rarely was there any redress, for, ere their 
friends could make interest for their’ release, 
they would probably be sailing the seas under 
martial-law. Numbers of the fugitives allu- 
ded to hid themselves in the town and neighbor- 
hood, and yet more wandered about the coun- 
try, skulking in the fields and woods by day, 
and sleepirg in barns and under haystacks at 
night, whilst their wives and families in the 
town went about nearly frantic. This lasted 
fora while; and at length the magistrates, 
finding the town almost deserted by the work- 
ing population, and business at a stand-still, 
had recourse to a wise and prudent measure. 
The expected press-gang had not yet arrived, 
and the local authorities wrote to the Admiral- 
ty or to the government—no matter which— 
offering to raise immediately one hundred men 
for the navy, free of all expense to the country, 
on the one sole condition, that the town should 
be spared the presence of the terrible press-gang. 
This offer was promptly accepted, and made 
known to the people ; and the trembling fugi- 
tives and skulkers then ventured to show them- 
selves. Now, mark the sequel. The mayor 
of the town dressed himself in sailor attire, 
and, with a cutlass in his hand, paraded the 
streets with a band of music, Union jack, &c., 
exhorting true patriots to fight for their king 
and country, and offering a bounty for volunteers. 
In a few days, the ful! quota was raised; and 
it was a most striking and significant fact, that 
the very men who had previously been parti- 
cularly noted for their extreme horror of im- 
pressment were among the first and most eager 
to volunteer! This decisively shows, that one 
reason why seamen and others had such an ab- 
sorbing terror of being compelled to serve in 
men-of-war, was, that they felt impressment to 
be a virtual annihilation of their rights as citizens, 
and a galling insult to their manhood. Per- 
suasion is ever preferable to force, and more 
potent inthe long-run. 

Hitherto, the present generation has happily 
known nothing, by experience, of the doings of 
press-gangs ; and it is only by conversing with 
our fathers and grandfathers, that we can com- 
prehend the reasons why the very name of im- 
pressment filled the country with terror. The 
fellows who composed the gangs were usually 
the greatest ruffians and desperadoes that could 
be selected; and their leaders were in many 
cases men especially fitted for an employment 
from which more honorable-minded officers 
would shrink with disgust. The rule was, to 
kidnap seamen if possible ; but if they were not 
obtainable, able-bodied men of any sort were to 
be seized—realizing the saying, that the hulks 
and the gallows refuse nobody. * * * * 

Galt g ves us a faithful glimpse of these 
frightful proceedings in a chapter of his Provost, 
from which we will here extract a scene appa- 
rently drawn from the life: ‘ I opened the win- 
dow, and looked out, but all was still ; the town 
was lying in the defencelessness of sleep, and 
nothing was heard but the clicking of the town- 
clock in the steeple over our heads. By and 
by, however, a sough and pattering of feet was 
heard approaching ; and shortly after, in look- 
ing out, we saw the press-gang, headed by their 
officers, with cutlasses by their side, and great 
c.ub-sticks in their hands. They said nothing ; 
but the sound of their feet on the silent stones 
of the causey was as the noise of a dreadful 
engine. They passed, and went on; and all 
that were with me in the council, stood at the 
windows andlistened. In the course of a min- 
ute or two after, two lassies, with a callan, that 
had been out, came flying and wailing, and 
giving the alarm to the town. Then we heard 
the driving of the bludgeons on the doors, and 
the outcries of terrified women ; and presently 
after we saw the poor chased sailors running in 
their shirts, with their clothes in their hands, 
as if they had been felons and blackguards 
caught in guilt, and flying from the hands of 
justice. ‘The town was awakened with the din 
as with the cry of fire, and lights came starting 
forward, as it were, to the windows. The wo- 
men were out with lamentations and vows of 
vengeance. I was in astate of horror unspeak- 
able. Then came séme three or four of the 
press-gang with a struggling sailor in their 
clutches, with nothing but his trousers on—his 
shirt riven from his back in the fury. Syne 
came the rest of the gang and their officers, 
scattered, asit were, with a tempest of mud and 
stones, pursued and battered by a troop of des- 





perate women and weans, whose fathers and 





brothers were in jeopardy. And these were 
followed by the wailing wife of the pressed man, 
with her five bairns, clamoring, in their agony, to 
Heaven against the king and government for 
the outrage. I couldna listen to the fearful 
justice of their outery, but sat down in a corner 
of the coancil-chamber, with my fingers in my 
ears.’ It would be easy for us to add other 
vivid and exciting pictures of the same kind - 
but let the above suffice. 

Towards the close of the last war there were 
no less, according to an authority, than forty- 
five regular press-gang stations in Great Britian, 
But the domestic impressment was only one 
portion of the system. Ships-of-war, being 
continually short-handed, and absolutely requir- 
ing men by any means, were perpetually stop- 
ping British merchant-vessels on the seas, and 
forcibly taking from them their best hands, fre- 
quently not leaving sufficient men to navigate 
the vessel to her destination. British frigates 
even pressed foreign seamen from the public 
wharfs of neutral ports ; and an American wri- 
ter asserts, that ‘in certain cases, where Amer- 
icans were concerned, when protections were 
found on their persons, these were destroyed ; 
and to prevent the American consul from 
claiming his fellow-countrymen, the press-gang 
inane went ashore the night before the sail- 
ing ot the frigate, so that the kidnapped seamen 
were far out at sea before they could be missed 
by their friends.’ Lieutenant Tomilxon, an 
English navy-officer, says that on one occasion, 
not less than 3000 seamen fled ashore in a panic 
from the colliers between Yarmouth Roads and 
the Nore. 

And what, after all was the result of this ty- 
rannical mode of recruiting? Captain Marry- 
at says, that at the close of the last great war, 
a full third of all the crews of the king’s ships 
were landsmen and boys! Moreover, great 
numbers of men in the fleets were off-scourings 
of the jails and workhouses. What with their 
horror of impressment, and what with being 
appalled by the iron discipline then maintained 
in the navy, able seamen, when in their sober 
senses, could hardly be got to enter of their 
own accord, and they adopted the most un- 
heard-of schemes to avoid impressment—in 
which, it is said, the best men generally suc- 
ceeded. Most important, also, is it to bear in 
mind, that pressed men never did their duty 
heartily. Open mutiny they might be deterred 
from, but they had their revenge in underhand 
ways. In time of action, they fought very 
sullenly, hardly caring to exert themselves at 
all for their country, and even desiring the 
British flag to be dishonored, as though they 
considered that to be some retribution for their 
individual wrongs. For instance, it is asserted 
—but we cannot vouch for its truth, although 
we have no doubt that similar cases really did 
oceur—that after the British frigate Mucedo- 
nian was captured by the Americans, on ex- 
amining those of her guns remaining undis- 
charged, it was found that in some instances 
the wad was rammed against the cartridge 
without intercepting the ball! This certainly 
might have happened by accident in the heat 
and hurry of a losing contest, but the impres- 
sion was that it had been deliberately done by 
pressed men out of malignant revenge. Cases 
also have been officially reported of discoveries 
made previous to going into action of guns be- 
ing maimed and disabled in various ways, and 
the presumption was that the disaffected pressed 
men were the delinquents. Indeed, it is hardly 
in human nature for a man to do his duty with 
right-down good-will for his country and her 
cause, when he has been forced into the ser- 
vice, and kept in it by the exercise of despotic 
powers foreign in their operation to the spirit 
of the laws of the land. ° _ - 

Really good seamen know their own value, 
and are not disposed. to brook despotic tyranny 
—they may easily be led, but they will not 
submit to be driven. Deal frankly with them, 
and they will as frankly respond; attempt to 
coéree them, and they will indignantly recoil. 
This is natural, and it is right. |Impressment 
serves only to fill our fleets with worthless and 
discontented men—it is opposed to every prin- 
ciple of justice and humanity——it is impolitic 
as well as cruel and immoral—and never again, 
as we hope and trust, will it be resorted to in 
this country. One thing at least we are sure 
of——by proper management, impressment is un- 
NECESSAT Y. 





Dean Swirt was once solicited to preach a ser- 
mon for the benefit of the poor. When the time 
arrived, he arose and selected his text: “He who 
giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord.” Now, 
says he, my brethren, if you are satisfied with 
the security, down with the dust.’’ He then 
took his seat, and there was an enormous collec- 
tion. 


Letters Recrrvep.—Mary Tobey; A. Wood; 
Miss R. Worden; J. J. Franks; Leander Wilcox; 
H. N. Leet; Sarah Lea; W.H. Guiwits; John 
Linkletter; W. G. Kelly; A. B. Goldsmith. 
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